POLITICS AND HISTORY
habits of mind of English judges,* indicating
greater receptivity to current usage. There was
at one time an equally strong presumption in the
Courts against any kind of collective action, whether
it were that of a trade union or a joint stock company
or a Nonconformist chapel, and Stephen hardly
exaggerated when he said that by the law of England
every club was a conspiracy. So slow was English
law to recognize that the will of all was an intrinsi-
cally different thing from the will of each. Yet
it is law, as the instrument of political authority,
which moulds political thought.
This is a digression, but a digression for which
Lord Morley's challenging words are our excuse :
" There is no unkindness, and there is useful
truth, especially under popular Governments, in
pressing people to realize the bearings of the
commonplace that time and mutations of political
atmosphere are incessantly attaching a different
significance to the same ideas and the same words.
We are so apt to go on with our manful battles as
if the flags and banners and vehement catchwords
all stood for the old causes. . . . Now, if ever,
what mistakes and confusion are likely to follow
an ill use of political words, and of the ideas that
words stand for! What would become of a
lawyer in the Courts who argued his cases with the
* See for some notable examples of this, Bechuanaland
Exploration Co. v. London Trading Bank (i8p8), 2 Q. B. 658;
and the words of Lord Justice Vaughan Williams recently in
The Harrowing Steamship Co. v. Thomas £? Sons (The Times,
March 15, 1913) : " The Courts had modified the natural
construction to make decisions accord with commercial practice
and convenience which he had heard described as commercial
equity.'*

